Guanfacine
hydrochloride (N-(aminoiminomethyl)-2,6dichlorobenzeneacetamide monohydrochloride) is an a2-adrenergic agonist and has been clinically used as an antihypertensive agent. Guanfacine lowers blood pressure by activation of brain stem receptors with resultant suppression of sympathetic nervous system activity. 1 The crystal structure of the free base form has been reported by Tomas et al. 2 Since the guanidine moiety should be protonated under a physiological condition, the conformation of the protonated form of the title compound is more interesting from the pharmacological point of view. The chemical structure is shown in Fig. 1 . The X-ray analysis of the hydrochloride salt was undertaken to disclose its inherent threedimensional structure under the physiological condition.
Guanfacine hydrochloride was purchased from Tocris Cookson Ltd. The single crystals of the molecule were grown from a methanol solution. A colorless platelet crystal with the size of 0.3 ¥ 0.1 ¥ 0.05 mm was mounted on a glass fiber and used for data collection. The structure was solved by direct methods and non-H atoms were refined by full-matrix least squares method with anisotropic temperature factors. Positions of all H-atoms were obtained from Fourier syntheses and fixed during refinement. There are two independent molecules in the crystal. The crystal and experimental data are given in Table 1 .
The structure of one of the independent molecules drawn by ORTEP-III 5 is shown in Fig. 2 . Selected bond lengths and bond angles are given in Table 2 . Two independent molecules are identified by the first figure of the triple-digit numbers in the labeling. The 100s and 200s stand for molecules A and B, respectively. The two independent molecules take different conformations. The dihedral angles between the phenyl rings and the least-squares planes defined by C9, N1, N2 and N3 atoms are 92.4(4) and 74.9(4)˚ in molecules A and B, respectively. The corresponding angle in the free base is 76.3(1)˚. 2 The torsion angles of C8-C3-C2-C1, C3-C2-C1-N1, and C2-C1-N1-C9 are -77 (1) 
